
  

 

 
  

Acton Public and Acton-Boxborough Transitional  
School Committees 

 
September 19 , 2013  

 
7:00 p.m.   AB Transitional School Committee meeting 

7:30 p.m.   APS School Committee meeting 
 

in the R.J. Grey Junior High Library 

  



ACTON-BOXBOROUGH TRANSITIONAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE (ABTSC) and  
ACTON PUBLIC SCHOOL COMMITTEE (APSC) MEETINGS  

 
Library                                     September 19, 2013 
R.J. Grey Junior High School                            7:00 p.m. ABTSC Meeting 
                                                  7:30 p.m. APSC Meeting 
 
 

AGENDA  
 

1. ABTSC CALL TO ORDER (7:00) 
 
2. Acton-Boxborough Regional School District Superintendent Search  –  Maria Neyland 
 1.  Sample materials from 2008-2009 Superintendent Search 
 2.  Proposed timeline and committee makeup for 2013-2014 Search  
 
3. Blanchard School Principal Search Update – Marie Altieri 
 
ABTSC ADJOURNS and APSC CALL TO ORDER (7:30) 
 
4. CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION  
  
5. STATEMENT of WARRANT  
 
6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
7. APSC BUSINESS  

1.  Superintendent’s Safety Task Force Update – Steve Mills (oral)   
2.  Boxborough School Committee (BSC)/APSC Agreement for School Choice Enrollment for 
2013-2014 – VOTE – Steve Mills 
3.  Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) Field Test – 
Deborah Bookis 
4.   School Committee Member Reports (oral)  

1. Acton Leadership Group (ALG) –Dennis Bruce 
i. Draft minutes for 9/12/13 meeting 

2. Health Insurance Trust (HIT)– Kim McOsker  
3. Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Task Force– Dennis Bruce  
4. Acton Finance Committee - Dennis Bruce  
5. Acton Board of Selectmen - Paul Murphy 

 5.  Enrollment Report – September 1, 2013 – Marie Altieri 
 
8. FOR YOUR INFORMATION  
 1.   Pupil Services 
     1.   English Language Learner (ELL) Student Population, September 1, 2013 
     2.   On Team, September 2013  

2.   Open Meeting Law Training for all Board and Committee Members, Acton Town Clerk,              
September 18 or September 25 at 7:00 PM, ABR High School Auditorium 

3.   Community Outreach Subcommittee Plan, 9/13/13, Kristina Rychlik 
 4.   School Newsletters 
   Conant Crier:                          http://conant.ab.mec.edu/pto/newsletter.html 
   Douglas Digest:                               http://douglas.ab.mec.edu/pto/digest.html    
   Gates Gazette:                                              http://gatesschoolpto.org/gazette  
   McCarthy-Towne Bulletin:        http://www.mctptso.org/bulletin/ 
   Merriam Comm News:                           http://www.merriampto.org/Merriam 
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   Carol P. Huebner Preschool:                http://ab.mec.edu/Preschool/index.htm  
  
9. NEXT MEETINGS   

 October 3, 7:00 p.m. ABRSC/ABTSC Meeting, R.J. Grey Junior High Library 
 October 17, 7:00 p.m. APSC Meeting, R.J. Grey Junior High Library 
 

ADJOURN  

http://ab.mec.edu/Preschool/index.htm




















































 

September 2013 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
Summertime is almost over as we begin our 2013 – 2014 school year. The break often 
serves as a time for relaxation, new learning experiences and a time to anticipate your 
child’s learning over the next school year. We have done the same at the schools. 
 
We continue to make our highest priority in special education, learning and achievement 
in a safe, friendly and interactive environment where there is ample opportunity to 
explore new learning concepts and figure out what pathways make sense for student 
learning. 
 
Over the last several years, Pupil Services wrote several communiqués on achievement, 
which helped catapult our efforts in instruction and evaluation. From our August 2010 
OnTeam Newsletter, we wrote: 
 

In May 2010 we wrote a working paper on achievement 
entitled – The Road to Success: Optimal Student 
Achievement, A Design, Universal in Scope and 
Individual in Approach to All Learners. We emphasized 
in that paper that students’ success is based upon setting 
achievement as a top priority, creating an environment that 
is conducive to learning, executing the integrated 
Commonwealth’s frameworks and standards, delivering 
solid instruction, and measuring that instruction for growth. 

 
Complementing these ideas, direction, and vision for all children to meet 
their potential, is the question that you and I ask all the time: “How do we 
measure growth?” 
 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has dedicated many years to 
assessing, comparing, and analyzing growth of student learning through 
adoption of national Common Core standards and consequently, we have 
worked closely with the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) to ensure that our standards are aligned. DESE has 
measured growth through MCAS (Massachusetts Comprehensive 
Assessment System) and have analyzed findings every year. Perhaps you 
have seen the results through the effective and tireless efforts of our 
Special Education Parent Advisory Council and the Boston Globe. 
 
 
 



However, there will be a shift in the measurement process as the 
Commonwealth, along with twenty-two other states, has adopted an 
innovative, yet rigorous and comprehensive assessment system for English 
language arts (ELA/literacy) and math (PARCC: The Partnership for 
Assessment of Readiness for Colleges and Careers). Although being 
piloted this school year* , the assessments will be initiated in school year 
2014-15 school year. These assessments will emphasize (and measure) 
students’ ability to think and apply their knowledge, answer different 
types of questions, and students will actually be required to document their 
work and explain their reasoning to the questions asked. Emphases will be 
on critical-thinking, problem solving and reasoning. 
 

*A field test in English Language Arts/Literacy and 
mathematics will be given to more than 1.35 million 
students across 14 participating PARCC member states. 
Massachusetts will participate with approximately 15% 
of the statewide enrollment in grades 3-11 as a 
sampling. Selected school districts are being notified. 

 
The following information below (sample item; access to 
accommodations) is credited to material written by PARCC 
(www.parcconline.org) where you can find more details regarding these 
assessments. 
 

 
This sample test item (grade 3) has more than one possible solution. 
Unlike traditional multiple choice, guessing the correct answer or using a 
strategy to eliminate choices is difficult. Students can also create a visual 
representation even though a computer scores the task.  
 
 

 



The accessibility and accommodation manual (1st edition, Summer 2013; expect several 
iterations based upon initial research, field testing [Spring 2014] and proposed 
administration [2014-15 school year]) details three ways in which PARCC’s computer-
delivered assessments are designed to provide students with increased access to the 
assessments: 

Features for All Students: Features for all students, which will be embedded 
through the PARCC online delivery platform, or part of the PARCC assessment 
administration. 
 
Accessibility Features for All Students (identified in advance): Features available 
to all students but provided to students who have a need identified ahead of the 
PARCC assessment. 
 
Accommodations: Supports for students with disabilities, English 
learners, and English learners with disabilities that increase access 
while maintaining a valid and reliable score. 

 
Historically, MCAS with its underpinnings of the Massachusetts 
Curriculum Frameworks, tested and measured skills that schools and 
parents expected students to learn in school. But, PARCC uses 
benchmarks that will accurately predict a student’s chance of 
succeeding beyond high school either at college or in the work place. 
 
Our teachers will be able to determine whether each student is learning 
(“on target”) or needs extra help. At a more systemic level, teachers will 
examine instructional support and best practices in instruction.  
 
This newsletter is designed to give you a vision of what will be happening 
in measurement and evaluation over the next couple of school years so 
that students can participate more equitably in the general education 
curriculum. As mentioned in the OnTeam Newsletter, October 2008, we 
summarized a report from the National Center for Learning Disabilities 
(NCLD) – “The more the school included the students in the regular 
education classes and offered support within the classroom, the higher the 
scores, as measured by their respective States’ high-stake testing.” We 
look forward to the robust and comprehensive assessment system through 
PARCC. 
 
Both school and home will be learning about these assessments together 
and as more information is available, I will address it through additional 
bulletins, newsletter and communiqués. It’s a very exciting and 
stimulating time for the schools. Let’s learn together. Welcome back. 
 
Liza 
 



 
Additional resources: 

 
 

 
www.parcconline.org 
 
School district material; Pupil Services: 
 
OnTeam, (October 2008) 
 
The Road to Success: Optimal Student Achievement 
A Design, Universal in Scope and Individual in Approach for All 
Learners (May 2010) 
 
OnTeam, (August 2010) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Co-Chair: Nancy Sherburne (978) 635-0968 nsherburne@mindspring.com 
Co-Chair: Bill Guthlein (978) 263-0610 william.guthlein@verizon.net 

AB SpEd PAC Website http://www.abspedpac.org 
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